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Leonardo Da Vinci: Life Drawing 
 

 

Dates Saturday 17 August 2019 

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

The British Library’s exhibition Leonardo da Vinci: A Mind in Motion offers the perfect opportunity to 

practise life drawing, inspired by Leonardo’s lifelong engagement with the human body through 

drawing. Leonardo used drawing as a tool for investigation and enquiry, and in this spirit we will 

spend the day working with a life model and experimenting with different materials and approaches. 

Taking the exhibition’s theme of movement as our focus, you will have the opportunity to draw from 

poses that reflect Leonardo’s fascination for implied motion, flow and torsion, as well as responding 

to subtle shifts of emotion as expressed through the body.  

 

Leonardo made drawings of the nude body for different purposes – whether to understand its 

mechanics, demonstrate proportion, capture the fall of light or record surface detail. We’ll explore this 

idea of intent, and how this affects our choice of materials and approach to drawing each pose. Our 

drawings may also include annotations and notes, to investigate drawing as communication and 

‘thinking on paper’. The aim of the day will be to bring Leonardo’s sense of curiosity and enjoyment 

to the traditional practice of the life drawing studio.  

 
 

Saturday 

 

We’ll start the day with a visit to our exhibition Leonardo da Vinci: A Mind in Motion to look closely 

at Leonardo’s notebook drawings. We’ll set Leonardo’s work in the context of 15th-century 

workshop practice in Florence, and the study of the nude model. Back in the studio, we’ll get to know 

our model through a series of short exercises and rapid mark-making, before turning to longer poses. 

You’ll be guided to introduce different drawing materials used by Leonardo and consider how they 

lend themselves to the description of the human body - from hard, scratchy pen lines to soft, 

crumbling chalk. The final drawing of the day will allow for a sustained study of a single pose, or a 

sheet or multiple studies and notes, informed by your experience of observing Leonardo’s notebooks.  
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Tutors 

 

This course is led by drawing specialist Karly Allen. A graduate of the Ruskin School of Fine Art 

(University of Oxford) and SOAS (University of London), Karly has over twenty years’ experience as a 

drawing practitioner, lecturer and tutor, with a particular interest in the history and practice of 

drawing the nude. She has taught creative courses for prestigious London collections including a 

monthly Life Drawing Salon at the National Gallery and drawing workshops for the V&A, Courtauld 

Gallery, Wallace Collection and the Royal Collection, where, as Education Manager, she organised a 

gallery display on the subject of life drawing. 

 

 
 

Equipment and materials 

All materials will be provided, though you are welcome to bring additional materials you enjoy using. 

The library has a couple of easels for participants to share, but we will mostly be working seated with 

A3 clipboards and tables for support. 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. The course is designed to support anyone who wants to develop their drawing skills 

and their knowledge and appreciation of life drawing, whether beginner or more experienced.  

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be served at the start of the day. Participants will need to make their 

own arrangements for lunch.

 
 


